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Democrats Question Social Security Administration Changes

in Misleading Terms

April 9, 2025 | Updated on April 14, 2025
Total sentences with fraud: 21
2) Abrupt changes in staffing and some procedures at the Social Security
Administration, coupled with false and misleading claims about widespread
[raud, have prompted heated criticism from Democrats, with some statements
leaving the wrong impression that benefits are being cut.
19) Most of these comments are speculative, and as other news organizations
have reported, and as experts told us, there is reason to be concerned about
rushed changes and false fiaud claims leading to problems with Social Security.
74) The Washington Post debunked Vance’s false claim that “40 percent of the
people who are calling [Social Security] are actually committing (raud.”

Biden's Social Security Spin

April 17, 2025

Total sentences with fraud: 4
40) As we’ve written, experts are concerned about SSA reorganizations, rushed
changes and false fraud claims leading to administrative problems with Social
Security, including the delivery of benefits.

FactChecking Trump's Claims About Mail-In Ballots, Voting

Machines and States' Role
August 19, 2025

Total sentences with fraud: 7

6) Trump has been making false and unsubstantiated claims about voting fraud
ever since he entered politics, and he has consistently and falsely claimed the
2020 election, which he lost, was “rigged.”

97) In 2024, Newsmax settled with another voting systems company, Smartmatic
USA, in a case related to false claims about fraud in the 2020 election.

FactChecking Trump's State of the Union Address
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Joe Biden 433 -9 S
Barack Obama 121
Kamala Harris 114 .
Robert . Kennedy Jr. i Sentences with Donald Trump and fraud
George W. Bush 50
Mike Johnson 45 Democrats Question Social Security Administration Changes
e Ve a4 in Misleading Terms
Ron DeSantis 44 April 9, 2025 | Up(_lated on April 14, 2025 . _
2) Abrupt changes in staffing and some procedures at the Social Security
Bill Clinton 4 Administration, coupled with false and misleading claims about widespread
J.D. Vance 34 fraud, have prompted heated criticism from Democrats, with some statements
Hillary Clinton 32 leaving the wrong impression tha.t benefits are being cut. . .
3) Experts share a concern that disorderly actions by the Trump administration
Karoline Leavitt 3 could cause administrative errors and disruptions, but there has been no proposed
Tucker Carlson 29 |¥ change to benefits mandated by law.
4) Democrats have cited several concerning actions taken by the Trump
Organizations #Articles administration with regard to the Social Security Administration.
Republican 264 . 6) Meanwhile, White. House adviser. Elon Musk, who is leading the Department
of Government Efficiency, and President Donald Trump have made exaggerated
Congress 253 claims about people over 100 years old fraudulently getting Social Security
White House 251 benefits, suggesting there are significant savings to be had by going after waste,
e — 218 fraud and abuse in the system.
73) All but about 500,000 monthly benefit payments now go through direct
El Tiempo Latino 209 deposit, and an executive order from Trump calls for the elimination of paper
Democrats 202 checks throughout the federal government by Sept. 30.
Fox News 171 74) The Washington Post debunked Vance’s false claim that “40 percent of the
people who are calling [Social Security] are actually committing fraud.”
e 156 Biden's Social Security Spin
Senate 148 April 17, 2025
Instagram 147 38) Under Trump, the SSA announced in February it will cut 7,000 jobs, with an
Centers for Disease agenc.y-wide offer of early retirement and incentiviged resig}lations, and the
Control and Prevention 140 Washl'ngtou Post has reported that t}.lolusanclis more in reductions are Pla.nned.
39) Biden criticized the Trump administration for staffing cuts, website crashes
Facebook 122 and computer glitches at the Social Security Administration that the former

Supreme Court 10 » president said had left beneficiaries “genuinely concerned for the first time in
historv. for the first and only time in historv. that Social Securitv benefits mav be ¥
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Articles with Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Wall
Street Journal

RFK Jr.’s Flawed Justifications for ‘Clean Sweep’ of CDC

Vaccine Advisory Panel

June 18, 2025

1) Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. ousted all 17
members of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s vaccine advisory
panel, claiming it “has been plagued with persistent conflicts of interest and has
become little more than a rubber stamp for any vaccine.”

3) Kennedy announced the removals in a June 9 Wall Street Journal
commentary.

4) In a press release from the same day, Kennedy said that the move was
necessary to restore public trust in vaccines.

7) The few examples of conflicts of interest that Kennedy provided are either
misconstrued or many decades old.

36) In his Wall Street Journal editorial, Kennedy pointed to a 2009 HHS
inspector general report to support his concerns about conflicts of interest.

52) O’Leary said Kennedy’s distortion of the 97% statistic is a classic case of
him “cherry picking and manipulating data to suit his political agenda.”

53) Kennedy’s other main support for his conflict of interest claims comes from
a 2000 House committee staff majority report.

55) “Four out of eight ACIP members who voted in 1997 on guidelines for the
Rotashield vaccine, subsequently withdrawn because of severe adverse events,
had financial ties to pharmaceutical companies developing other rotavirus
vaccines,” Kennedy said of the committee report in his Wall Street Journal
editorial.

The Facts Behind Claims on Autism, Tylenol and Folate
September 17, 2025 | Updated on February 11, 2026

4) “By September, we will know what has caused the autism epidemic, and we’ll
be able to eliminate those exposures,” Kennedy said in an April 10 Cabinet
meeting.
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Articles with Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Wall
Street Journal

RFK Jr.’s Flawed Justifications for ‘Clean Sweep’ of CDC

Vaccine Advisory Panel

June 18, 2025

1) Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. ousted all 17
members of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s vaccine advisory
panel, claiming it “has been plagued with persistent conflicts of interest and has
become little more than a rubber stamp for any vaccine.”

3) Kennedy announced the removals in a June 9 Wall Street Journal
commentary.

4) In a press release from the same day, Kennedy said that the move was
necessary to restore public trust in vaccines.

7) The few examples of conflicts of interest that Kennedy provided are either
misconstrued or many decades old.

36) In his Wall Street Journal editorial, Kennedy pointed to a 2009 HHS
inspector general report to support his concerns about conflicts of interest.

52) O’Leary said Kennedy’s distortion of the 97% statistic is a classic case of
him “cherry picking and manipulating data to suit his political agenda.”

53) Kennedy's other main support for his conflict of interest claims comes from
22000 House committee staff majority report.

55) “Four out of eight ACIP members who voted in 1997 on guidelines for the
Rotashield vaccine, subsequently withdrawn because of severe adverse events,
had financial ties to pharmaceutical companies developing other rotavirus
vaccines,” Kennedy said of the committee report in his Wall Street Journal
editorial.

The Facts Behind Claims on Autism, Tylenol and Folate
September 17, 2025 | Updated on February 11, 2026

4) “By September, we will know what has caused the autism epidemic, and we’ll
be able to eliminate those exposures,” Kennedy said in an April 10 Cabinet
meeting.
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RFK Jr’s Flawed Justifications for ‘Clean Sweep’ of CDC

Vaccine Advisory Panel
By Jessica McDonald
Posted on June 18, 2025

‘Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. ousted all 17 members of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's vaccine advisory panel, claiming it “has been
plagued with persistent conflicts of interest and has become little more than a rubber stamp
for any vaccine” But there's no evidence of problematic conflicts of interest or that the group
inadequately scrutinizes vaccines,

3 ~ = Kennedy announced the removals in a June 9 Wall Street Journal
SciCHECK commentary. In a press release from the same day, Kennedy said that
the move was necessary to restore public trust in vaccines. “A clean
sweep is necessary to reestablish public confidence in vaccine science,”
e said. “The Committee will no longer function as a rubber stamp for
industry profit-taking agendas.”
The few examples of conflicts of interest that Kennedy provided are
either misconstrued or many decades old.

“Allegations of conflicts of interest have no basis in fact,” Dr. Tom Frieden, a former CDC
dinavid to a e an ement

director, sai the dav after th

Ask FactCheck

Q: Is President Donald Trump really cutting
Medicare subsidies?

A: The Trump administration recently
announced that it is ending a temporary
subsidy that has reduced premiums for
Medicare Part D standalone prescription
drug plans. The subsidy, originally slated to
run through at least 2027, was put into place
by the Biden administration to offset
expected premium increases after major
changes to the Part D benefit. Analysts say
some Medicare beneficiaries could see
‘higher Part D premiums as a result.

Read the full question and answer
View the Ask FactCheck archives
Have a question? Ask us.
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